








regulation of hunting, and informing the public has helped to create a wider social awareness of the need to protect large
carnivores. Al presenl, Croatia is home Lo three large carnivores which are part of larger populations thal inhabit the area
of the Dinarides. In addition Lo contribuling to local biodiversily, these animals are also an indicator of the preservalion
of forest habitats. Being predators, they are at the top of the food chain and contribute to the stability of other species and
the stability of the habitat. The wolf, bear and lynx make Croatian natural heritage particularly rich and interesting, and
Gorski kotar is the most important area for the conservation of these animals.

Ugrozenost velikih zvijeri

azvoj clvilizacije i porast broja slanovniSiva nisu velikim zvijerima oslavili dovoljno proslora za miran suZivol s

Covjekom. U pro8losli Lo je dovelo do masovnog ubijanja ovih Zivolinja, koje je uglavnom bilo polaknulo strahom i

praznovjerjima u toj mjeri da danas na prostorima zemalja zapadne Europe predstavnici velikih zvijeri viSe ne postoje.
lako je ¢ovjek glavni krivac &to su populacije medvjeda, vuka i risa dovedene do kritiéne brojnosti za koju je oporavak
upitan, te su populacije ¢ak i danas, unato€ zakonskoj zaStiti i naporima da se velike zvijeri oCuvaju, jo§ uvijek suocene s
brojnim problemima koji utjecu na smanjenje njihove brojnosti. Intervencije Covjeka u njihova stanista (gradnja autocesta,
zeljeznickih pruga, Sirenje naselja, turisticko-rekreativne aktivnosti, sjeda $uma, ogradivanje lovista i drugih posjeda,
zagadenje...), utjecaj na plijen (krivolov, jednostrano lovno gospodarenje...) predstavljaju neizravan, ali negativan utjecaj na
populacije velikih zvijeri. Nezakonito ubijanje (najéesce puSkom i olrovom) direklan je nacin ¢ovjekova djelovanja na sma-
njenje brojnosti velikih zvijeri, a one nazalost nerijetko stradavaju i na cestama, kao posljedica sve veée gusloce prometnica.

Vulnerability of large carnivores

coexist with man. In the past, this led to the mass killing of these animals. This was mainly caused by fear and super-

stition and was done to such an extent that these large carnivores no longer exist in most western European countries.
Although man is guilty of bringing bear, wolf and Tynx populations to a eritically low number of individuals, to a point where
their recovery is uneertain, and although today these populations are protected by law and great efforts are heing made to help
them survive, they are nevertheless still faced with numerous problems that result in the reduction of their numbers. Human
interventions in their habilals (the construetion of motorways and railroads, the expansion of lowns and villages, aclivilies
relaled Lo sporl and lourism, deforeslalion, fencing in of hunting grounds and other eslales, pollution, ele.) as well as the
impact of man upon their prey (poaching, imbalanced wildlife management, ete.) have an indirect but negative effect on the
populations of large carnivores. By illegal killing (mostly with rifles or by poisoning), man directly contributes to the reduction
of the number of large carnivores. Another threat is the increasingly dense network of roads and other transport routes.

he development of civilisation and population growth have not left enough space for large carnivores to peacefully










































i spada u red zvijeri (Carnivora), tak 95% njegove prehrane ¢ini biljna hrana, pa se tako najée$ée hrani zeljastim
biljkama, raznim mekanim plodovima i plodovima bukve. Ostalak prehrane ¢ine razne licinke beskraljeznjaka i strvine
koji su ostaci prehrane vuka ili risa. Na podruéju Republike Hrvalske naseljava gusle Sume bukve i jele, gdje Zivi
samotnim Zivotom. Medvjedi preferiraju velika, neprekinuta podrudja bogata raznolikim biljnim pokrovom. Najvaznije
karakteristike pri odabiru stanista su dostupnost hrane, moguénost zaklona i postojanje prostora za brloZenje, a veli¢ina
#ivolnog prostora moZe varirali od nekoliko desetaka km2 do nekoliko tisuéa km2, §lo ovisi o koli¢ini hrane. lako ga
moZemo susresti i tijekom dana, medvjed je najéeSée aktivan nocu, a svoj dnevni leZaj napusta u prvi sumrak. Krede se
hodom, kasom i u skokovima, te iako djeluje iznimno tromo moZe tréati i brzinom od 55 km/h. Zbog manjka hrane
tijekom zime, medvjedi u brlozima spavaju zimski san. U zimskom snu tjelesna im temperatura pada i usporava se rad
srea. Zenke u brlogu, sredinom zime, kole najéesée dva mladuneca i hrane ih svojim vrlo bogalim mlijekom. Za
prezivljavanje novorodenih medvjedicéa u brlozima zimi presudan je mir u slaniStu, stoga u medvjede brloge ne (reba
zadirati ili buciti u njihovoj blizini, jer ukoliko se medyjedica osjeli ugrozZenom, moZe pobjeéi i ostaviti mlade. Mladi
medvjediéi Zive s majkom do druge godine svog Zivota. Medvjedica se pari svake druge godine. Medvjed se glasa
specifitnim reZanjem samo kad je izazvan i time Zeli upozoriti i otjerati uljeza. Muski medvjedi ponekad se glasaju

Smedi medvjed / Brown bear: Osobna iskaznica / General information

Latinsko ime | Scientific name: Ursus arctos
Masa odraslog medujeda | Weight of adult bear: 100-350 kg
Visina | Height: oko 100-120 em / Approximately 100-120 em
Dusina od nosa do vrha repa | Length from nose to tip of the tail: 120-225 cm
Boja krzna | Fur colowr: Sve nijanse smede / All shades of brown
Zivotni vijek | Life span: do 25 godina / Up Lo 25 years
Broj mladunaca u leglu | Number of cubs per litter: 2 (1-4)
Brojnost u Hroatskoj | Number of bears in Croatia: oko 1000 jedinki / Approximalely 1000 individuals
Prehrana: Biljke (95%), beskraljeznjaci i rjede leSine, domadée Zivotinje i divlje Zivotinje - iznimno rijetko /
Diet: Plants (95%), Inverlebrales and occasionally carcasses, domestic and wild animals (extremely rarely)
Status zastite: Zakonom o zadtiti prirode proglasen je zastiéenom vrstom, ali je svrstan u loviu divljag, to znati da se mo¥e gospodarski iskorigtavati na
temelju kvota. Gospodarenje medyjedom u Republici Hrvatskoj temelji se na »Planu gospodarenja smedim medvjedome / Conservation status: The bear is

protecled by the Nature Protection Act, bul is classified as game, which means that it can be legally hunled on the basis of quolas. Bear management in the
Republic of Croatia is based on the Brown Bear Management Plan.






Characteristics and habits of the bear

The body of a brown bear is covered with brown fur, which can be darker on the back. Although the bear is the largest
land carnivore and belongs to the Carnivora order, up lo 95% of ils diel consisls of planls. Usually, il feeds on
herbaceous plants, various soft fruits and beechnuts. The rest of the bear's diet includes various invertebrate larvae and
carcasses lell by wolves or lynxes. In Croalia, Lhe brown bear inhabils dense beech and [ir foresls, where il lives a solilary
life. Brown bears prefer large, uninterrupted areas rich in a variety of vegetation. When choosing a habitat, the most
important factors are the availability of food, the possibility of finding shelter, and the existence of a spot suitable for
denning. The size of its range can vary from several dozen km2 to several thousand km2, and depends on the quantity of
food available. Although bears can also be encountered during the day, they are most active at night. They leave the place
where they have rested during the day at dusk. The bear can walk, trot and jump. Although it may appear to be rather
sluggish, it can actually run at speeds of up to 55 km per hour. Due to lack of food in winter, bears hibernate in their
dens. During hibernation, their body temperature falls and their heart rate slows. In mid-winter, female bears generally
give birth to two young in their den and feed them with their extraordinarily rich milk. The key factor in the survival of
new-born bear cubs in the winter den is a peacelul environment. For this reason, one musl not disturb bears in their
dens or make a noise in their vicinity, because if a female feels threatened, she can run away and leave her young. Bear
cubs live with their mother up to the age of two. Female bears mate every other year. The bear produces specific growling
noises only when it is challenged, in order to warn and scare off the intruder. Male bears sometimes growl when around
the same female in the mating season. A specific sound, similar to a cat purring, but louder and more intense, can be
heard when cubs are suckled by their mother.

Jeste li znali?

m U svijetu Zivi 8 vrsta medyjeda.

Prva medvjedica namijenjena reintrodukeiji medvjeda u Sume Austrije uhvacena je upravo u delniékim $umama.

m lako 95% prehrane smedeg medvjeda ¢ini bilje, do kraja 19. stoljeéa smatralo ga se najveéim neprijateljem
korisne divljaci.

m [ keltskim vjerovanjima medvjed predstavlja boga rata Arzhousa. Po njemu je ime dobio i bretonski kralj Arthur,
oko kojeg je nastala legenda o vitezovima Okruglog stola.

m 2012. godine u Sumama Austrije ubijen je posljednji smedi medvjed na tom podrudju koji je potjecao od
reintroduciranih jedinki iz Hrvatske i Slovenije.

m Polarni medvyjed Zivi na sjevernom polu, Arktiku. Rije¢ Arklik na grékom jeziku znaéi medvjed, a rijed Antarktik
ima suprotno znafenje »hez medvjedas, te oznadava podrudje oko juznog pola Zemlje gdje medvjedi ne obitavaju.



Did you know that... ?

m There are 8 bear species in the world.

The first female bear that was reintroduced to Austrian forests was caught in the forest around Delnice.

m Although up to 95% of the diet of the brown bear consists of plants, until the late 19th century it was considered
Lhe main enemy Lo human exploilation of the wild.

m According to Celtic beliefs, the bear represented Arzhous, the god of war, after whom the British King Arthur (of
the Knights of the Round Table fame) was named.

m [n 2012, the last brown bear - a descendant of reintroduced animals from Croatia and Slovenia - was killed in
an Austrian forest.

m The polar bear lives in the polar region of the Arctic. The word Arctic comes from the Greek word for bear, and
the word Antarctic has the opposite meaning (»without bears«) - it describes the polar region around the Earth's
South Pole, where bears do not live.

Fotografije:

Sivi vuk (1,2); ris (3,4); zaigrani medvjedié (5); smedi medvjed (naslovnica, 7); Sumske Zivotinje suhvaéene« automat-
skim kamerama (6); vukovi zavijaju (8)

Photographs:

Grey wolf (7,2); lynx (3,4); bear cub playing (5); brown bear (cover, 7); forest animals »caught« by automatic cameras (6);
wolves howling (8)
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